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the Secretaries of the military departments, the Chiefs of Staff 
of the armed forces, the commanders of the unified and specified 
combatant commands, and the heads of all Defense Agencies and 
Field Activities of the Department and other elements of the Depart-
ment specified in paragraphs (1) through (10) of section 111(b) 
of this title, written policy guidance for the preparation and review 
of the program recommendations and budget proposals of their 
respective components to guide the development of forces. Such 
guidance shall include— 

‘‘(A) the national security interests and objectives; 
‘‘(B) the priority military missions of the Department, 

including the assumed force planning scenarios and constructs; 
‘‘(C) the force size and shape, force posture, defense 

capabilities, force readiness, infrastructure, organization, per-
sonnel, technological innovation, and other elements of the 
defense program necessary to support the strategy; 

‘‘(D) the resource levels projected to be available for the 
period of time for which such recommendations and proposals 
are to be effective; and 

‘‘(E) a discussion of any changes in the defense strategy 
and assumptions underpinning the strategy, as required by 
paragraph (1). 
‘‘(3) In implementing the guidance under paragraph (2), the 

Secretary, with the approval of the President and after consultation 
with the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, shall provide, 
every two years or more frequently as needed, to the Chairman 
written policy guidance for the preparation and review of contin-
gency plans, including plans for providing support to civil authori-
ties in an incident of national significance or a catastrophic incident, 
for homeland defense, and for military support to civil authorities. 
Such guidance shall include guidance on the employment of forces, 
including specific force levels and specific supporting resource levels 
projected to be available for the period of time for which such 
plans are to be effective. 

‘‘(4) Not later than February 15 in any calendar year in which 
any written guidance is required pursuant to paragraph (2) or 
(3), the Secretary shall provide to the congressional defense commit-
tees a detailed classified briefing summarizing such guidance devel-
oped pursuant to such paragraphs.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING REPEAL.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 118 of title 10, United States

Code, is repealed. 
(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sections at the

beginning of chapter 2 of such title is amended by striking 
the item relating to section 118. 

SEC. 942. COMMISSION ON THE NATIONAL DEFENSE STRATEGY FOR 
THE UNITED STATES. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is hereby established a commission
to be known as the ‘‘Commission on the National Defense Strategy 
for the United States’’ (in this section referred to as the ‘‘Commis-
sion’’). The purpose of the Commission is to examine and make 
recommendations with respect to the national defense strategy for 
the United States. 

(b) COMPOSITION.—
(1) MEMBERSHIP.—The Commission shall be composed of

12 members appointed as follows: 
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(A) Three members appointed by the chair of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services of the House of Representatives. 

(B) Three members appointed by the ranking minority
member of the Committee on Armed Services of the House 
of Representatives. 

(C) Three members appointed by the chair of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services of the Senate. 

(D) Three members appointed by the ranking minority
member of the Committee on Armed Services of the Senate. 
(2) CHAIR; VICE CHAIR.—

(A) CHAIR.—The chair of the Committee on Armed
Services of the House of Representative and the chair of 
the Committee on Armed Services of the Senate shall 
jointly designate one member of the Commission to serve 
as chair of the Commission. 

(B) VICE CHAIR.—The ranking minority member of the
Committee on Armed Services of the House of Representa-
tive and the ranking minority member of the Committee 
on Armed Services of the Senate shall jointly designate 
one member of the Commission to serve as vice chair 
of the Commission. 
(3) PERIOD OF APPOINTMENT; VACANCIES.—Members shall

be appointed for the life of the Commission. Any vacancy in 
the Commission shall be filled in the same manner as the 
original appointment. 
(c) DUTIES.—

(1) REVIEW.—The Commission shall review the current
national defense strategy of the United States, including the 
assumptions, missions, force posture and structure, and stra-
tegic and military risks associated with the strategy. 

(2) ASSESSMENT AND RECOMMENDATIONS.—The Commission
shall conduct a comprehensive assessment of the strategic 
environment, the threats to the United States, the size and 
shape of the force, the readiness of the force, the posture 
and capabilities of the force, the allocation of resources, and 
strategic and military risks in order to provide recommenda-
tions on the national defense strategy for the United States. 
(d) COOPERATION FROM GOVERNMENT.—

(1) COOPERATION.—In carrying out its duties, the Commis-
sion shall receive the full and timely cooperation of the Sec-
retary of Defense in providing the Commission with analysis, 
briefings, and other information necessary for the fulfillment 
of its responsibilities. 

(2) LIAISON.—The Secretary shall designate at least one
officer or employee of the Department of Defense to serve 
as a liaison officer between the Department and the Commis-
sion. 
(e) REPORT.—

(1) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than December 1, 2017, the
Commission shall submit to the President, the Secretary of 
Defense, the Committee on Armed Services of the House of 
Representatives, and the Committee on Armed Services of the 
Senate a report on the Commission’s findings, conclusions, and 
recommendations. The report shall address, but not be limited 
to, each of the following: 

(A) The strategic environment, including threats to
the United States and the potential for conflicts arising 
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from such threats, security challenges, and the national 
security interests of the United States. 

(B) The military missions for which the Department 
of Defense should prepare and the force planning construct. 

(C) The roles and missions of the Armed Forces to 
carry out those missions and the roles and capabilities 
provided by other United States Government agencies and 
by allies and international partners. 

(D) The force planning construct, size and shape, pos-
ture and capabilities, readiness, infrastructure, organiza-
tion, personnel, and other elements of the defense program 
necessary to support the strategy. 

(E) The resources necessary to support the strategy, 
including budget recommendations. 

(F) The risks associated with the strategy, including 
the relationships and tradeoffs between missions, risks, 
and resources. 
(2) INTERIM BRIEFING.—Not later than June 1, 2017, the 

Commission shall provide to the Committee on Armed Services 
of the House of Representatives, and the Committee on Armed 
Services of the Senate a briefing on the status of its review 
and assessment, and include a discussion of any interim rec-
ommendations. 

(3) FORM.—The report submitted to Congress under para-
graph (1) shall be submitted in unclassified form, but may 
include a classified annex. 
(f) FUNDING.—Of the amounts authorized to be appropriated 

by to this Act for the Department of Defense, $5,000,000 is available 
to fund the activities of the Commission. 

(g) TERMINATION.—The Commission shall terminate 6 months 
after the date on which it submits the report required by subsection 
(e). 

SEC. 943. REFORM OF THE NATIONAL MILITARY STRATEGY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (1) of section 153(b) of title 10, 
United States Code, is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(1) NATIONAL MILITARY STRATEGY.—(A) The Chairman 
shall determine each even-numbered year whether to prepare 
a new National Military Strategy in accordance with this para-
graph or to update a strategy previously prepared in accordance 
with this paragraph. The Chairman shall provide such National 
Military Strategy or update to the Secretary of Defense in 
time for transmittal to Congress pursuant to paragraph (3), 
including in time for inclusion in the report of the Secretary 
of Defense, if any, under paragraph (4). 

‘‘(B) Each National Military Strategy (or update) under 
this paragraph shall be based on a comprehensive review con-
ducted by the Chairman in conjunction with the other members 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the commanders of the unified 
and specified combatant commands. Each update shall address 
only those parts of the most recent National Military Strategy 
for which the Chairman determines, on the basis of the review, 
that a modification is needed. 

‘‘(C) Each National Military Strategy (or update) submitted 
under this paragraph shall describe how the military will sup-
port the objectives of the United States as articulated in— 
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